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Dinln^nea  between  a  Jliuistt^'  and  a 

Parishunipr,  on  the  preaching  which 

is  proper  in  time  of  a  revival. 

(Continued  fiom  p.  irO.j 

DIALOGUE  V. 

Jlinister.  Have  you  any  other  objec¬ 
tions  aj^airist  the  preaching  of  tliese  doc¬ 
trines  r 

Parishioner.  No.  I  have  mentioned 
the  principal. 

..V.  Well  then,  as  you  have  given  me 
nine  reasons  why  you  think  these  d()c 
trines  ought  not  to  be  preached,  I  will 
give  vou  eighteen  reasons  whv  thev  ouglit 
to  be  preached. 

1.  'Phey  are  true.  This  you  admit.—- 
But,  if  they  f«>nu  a  part  of  tlie  truth  of 
God,  they  are  to  be  preached  :  for  all  <li- 
vine  truth  is  iinp<»r«ant.  'J’he  ministers 
of  the  (io.s|',el  are  to  take  the  bible  for 
tlieir  commission,  and  their  instructions. 
'I  hev  are  not  authorised  to  select  some 
truths  to  be  preached,  and  other  truths  to 
he  suppre-sed.  It  is  very  great  pre¬ 
sumption  ill  tliem  to  say,  that  this  or  that 
truth  is  unimportant,  and  not  necessary 
to  be  known.  'Piie  scriptures  speak  of 
the  trutli  as  the  instrument  God  makes 
use  of  in  the  conversion  of  sinners,  ami 
in  the  sanctification  of  believers.  And 
how’  can  any  man  know  whicli  truth  (lod 
will  be  pleased  to  bless  this  or  that,  or 
wliether  both  shall  be  alike  successful  r 

2.  The  preaching  of  these  doctrines  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  give  correct  views 
of  tlie  divine  character,  tliat  God  may  be 
Jionoured.  God  is  dishonoured  by  par¬ 
tial  and  imperfect  views  of  his  charac¬ 
ter.  It  is  only  by  the  exhibition  of  his 
whole  charactiu’,  that  God  is  glorilieil  in 
the  highest  degree.  But  the  view  which 
is  given  of  the  divine  character,  when 
these  doctrines  are  suppressed,  is  admit¬ 
ted  by  all  to  be  very  diiVerent  from  tliat 
W'liich  is  exhibited  by  these  doctrines,  in 
connection  with  otliers.  It  is  so  diiVer¬ 
ent  that  many  say,  one  is  the  character  of 
God,  and  the"  other  the  character  of  Sa¬ 
tan.  Now,  you  w'ill  ad’oit,  1  think,  that 
God  himself  knows  what  is  most  for  his 
own  Uonour.  And  if  he  has  taught  these 


doctrines  in  his  word,  iliey  are  iiecessa* 
IT  to  be  known,  in  order  to  have  a  correct 
\iew^  of  his  character;  and  for  us  to 
keep  them  back,  and  conceal  them,  is 
highly  dishonourable  to  him. 

3.  'Phe  preaching  of  these  doctrines  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  give  us  “correct 
views  of  our  own  character.  How  can 
we  know  whether  we  love  God,  unless 
we  know  what  God  is?  We  may  love 
something  which  we  call  God,  and  after 
all,  it  may  prove  to  be  nothing  but  the 
creature  of  our  own  imagination.  Now, 
if  we  love  this  false  God  ever  so  ardent¬ 
ly,  it  will  be  no  proof  that  w'e  love  the 
true  God  iu  any  degree.  Nay,  if  vve  ar¬ 
dently  love  a  character  essentially  difte- 
rent  from  the  true  God,  alf  our  love  to 
that,  will  be  so  much  evidence  that  we 
h.'ite  the  true  God.  Since  we  cannot 
know,  therefore,  whether  we  are  th* 
friends  or  the  enemies  ot  God,  any  fur¬ 
ther  than  we  understand  his  real  charac¬ 
ter,  and  since  wc  cannot  understand  his 
real  character  without  these  doctrines,  it 
is  necessarythatthe.se  doctrines ‘should 
be  preached,  that  we  may  know  whether 
we  are  the  friends  or  the  enemies  of  God* 

4.  It  is  important  that  these  doctrines 
should  be  preached,  because  they  have  a 
most  powerful  tendency  to  awaken  the 
sinner,  and  to  produce  genuine  convic¬ 
tion  of  sin.  No  kind  uf  preaching  so 
powerfully  tends  to  alarm  the  sinner, 
as  the  pl  eaching  of  these  doctrines.  And 
no  kinci  of  preaching  so  powerfully  tends 
to  produce  genuine  conviction  ot  sin.p— 
Sinners  see  that  if  these  doctrines  are 
true,  they  are  in  an  evil  case.  They  are 
in  the  hands  of  a  God  they  hate.  'Phey 
are  at  the  sovereign  disposal  of  him, 
whom  they  are  continually  provoking  by 
their  sins.  They  are  at  the  disposal  of  him 
who  has  determined  to  have  mercy  upon 
some,  and  to  harden  some.  They  are  in 
die  hands  of  him  who  has  determined 
that  some  shall  be  vessels  of  w  rath.  And 
while  they  continue  in  sin,  they  have  no 
evidence  that  they  are  not  of  this  num¬ 
ber.  Nay,  while  they  continue  in  sin, 
there  is  much  to  render  it  probable  that 
they  are  of  that  number.  These  consid¬ 
erations  tend  most  {lowerfully  to  alarm 
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them.  And  when  they  dwell  upon  t)»cs«* 
♦ruths,  and  view  God  as  he  is  exhibited 
by  these  doctrines,  it  almost  always  stirs 
tip  the  enmity  of  their  hearts  apiinst  him. 
Before  they  thought  of  these  tilings,  the 
enmity  of  their  hearts  against  God  was 
concealeil  even  from  themselves.  But 
now  the}’  sec  it.  Now  they  are  sensible 
that  their  hearts  arc  opposed  to  such  a 
being.  And  this  is  conviction.  If  it  is 
desirable  and  important,  therefore,  that 
sinners  shoubl  be  awakened,  and  con¬ 
victed  of  sin,  it  is  equally  desirable  and 
important  that  these  iloctrines  should  be 
fully  and  plainly  preached.  j 

5.  It  is  important  that  these  doctrines 
should  be  preached,  in  onler  tliat  awa¬ 
kened  and  convinced  sinners  may  be 
I  kept  from  utter  despair.  Let  the  sinner 
have  a  full  discovery  of  the  native  tem¬ 
per  of  his  own  heart ;  let  him  see  that  he 
hates  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  realize 
that  he  is  utterly  averse  to  that  uncondi¬ 
tional  submission  which  is  the  condition 
of  salvation,  and  he  will  be  in  danger  of 
being  tlriven  to  utter  despair,  indeeil, 
nothing  will  keep  him  from  despair,  but 
these  (loctrines.  They  teach  iiim  that 
God  has  determined  to  liave  mercy  upon 
some,  and  that  he  will  make  them  willing 
in  the  day  of  his  power.  And  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  he  may  be  one  of  that  number, 
will  afford  a  gleam  of  hope  to  his  sinking 
soul. 

G.  The  proacliing  of  these  doctrines  is 
necessary  to  support  and  comfort  the 
saints,  under  the  prevalence  of  the  wick¬ 
ed,  and  the  limited  success  of  the  gospel, 
[low  vastly  the  wicked  outnumber  the 
righteous.  How  small  a  portion  of  man¬ 
kind  embrace  the  go-pel.  In  how  small 
a  part  of  the  world  has  the  gospel  yet 
been  preaclied.  And  liow  few  of  those 
who  hear  tlie  gospel  preached,  are  dispo¬ 
sed  to  receive  anti  obey  it.  'i'he  schemes 
of  the  wicked  are  crovvneil  with  success, 
while  the  benevolent  efforts  t.f  the  right¬ 
eous  are  often  frustrated.  'I’he  ti  iith  us 
it  is  in  Jesus,  has  but  a  limited  influence  ; 
wliile  errours  of  every  kind  seem  to  ex¬ 
tend  far,  and  sprcatl  wide.  How  often 
does  the  good  man  feel  disposed  to  sa}\ 
with  the  Psalmist,  “My  feet  were  al¬ 
most  gone  ;  my  steps  had  well  nigh  slip¬ 
ped  :  for  I  was  envious  at  the  foolish, 
when  I  saw  the  prosperity  of  tlic  wick¬ 
ed.”  What  cau  comfort  and  encourage 


Die  good  man,  nmler  these  tousldeia* 
tions,  but  the  thought  that  Die  Lord 
reigns  ?  'J’hese  docti  ines  assure  him,  that, 
all  things  are  for  the  best.  These  doc¬ 
trines  assure  him.  Dial  he  may  safely 
trust  in  the  Lord,  who  directs  all  tilings 
in  Die  wisest  and  best  manner.  These 
doctrines  assure  him,  that  he  may  thank 
(iod,  and  take  courage,  and  rejoice  in 
the  la>rd  alv/ay. 

7.  The  preaching  of  these  iioctrines  is 
neces.sary  to  comfort  the  saints  under 
their  individual  afflictions.  How  many 
are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous.  How 
truly  is  this  world  a  vale  of  tears.  Good 
men  are  exposed,  in  common  with  oth¬ 
ers,  to  the  ordinary  trials  of  life,  to  sick- 
ness,  sorrow,  and  pain,  to  troubles,  losses 
ami  disappointments.  And  besides  these, 
they  are  exposed  to  many  trial-  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  being  good  men.  They 
are  often  persecuted  for  righteousness 
sake.  Their  name  is  often  cast  out  as 
evil,  and  they  Jiccounted  as  the  oflscour- 
iiig  of  all  things.  Their  ett’orts  to  do 
good  to  others,  instead  of  procuring 
gratitude  and  esteem,  often  excite  ha 
tred  and  contempt.  When  they  siiow 
kindness,  they  often  meet  with  injury. — 
When  tliey  are  actuated  by  the  most  dis 
interested  motives,  they  often  have  to 
hear  tlie  imputation  of  being  actuated 
by  the  most  selfish.  Some  of  the  alii  lo¬ 
tions  of  the  riglitcous  come  upon  them 
more  immediately  from  the  hand  of  God, 
and  some  of  them  through  the  instru¬ 
mentality.  of  wickeil  men.  But  tiie'*e 
doctrines  assure  them  that  all  their  af¬ 
flictions  come  from  the  hand  of  God  ; — 
that  the  wicked  are  his  sword,  lii.s  hand, 
his  rod,  for  their  correction.  These, 
doctrines  assure  them  that,  although  the 
wicked  mean  not  so,  neither  do  theit 
hearts  think  so,  yet  God  means  it  all  for 
their  good.  If  it  is  important,  therefore, 
that  the  jieople  of  God  should  be  com¬ 
forted  and  supported  under  tlieir  trials, 
it  is  important  that  these  doctrines  sliould 
he  preached,  which  are  so  rich  in  conso¬ 
lation  to  all  that  love  God. 

8.  These  doctrines  ought  to  he  preach¬ 
ed,  because  the  scripture  declares  (hat 
tliey  arc  profitable.'  You  acknowdedge 
that  these  doctrines  are  true,  and  that 
they  are  contained  in  the  bible.  And  I 
preach  them  in  the  language  of  the  bible. 
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i  loaili  il»rm  in  llie  samo.  words  in  which 
tlie  Holy  Ghost  teaches  them.  But  your 
objections  all  go  to  show  that  the^  are 
unprofitable,  that  they  are  even  positive¬ 
ly  injurious.  But  what  says  tne  Holy 
Giiost  r  “  All  scripture  is  given  by  in¬ 
spiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for 
doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for 
iOvStniction  in  righteousness.”  The  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghost  says  they  are  profitable,  and 
you  say,  they  are  unprofitable.  But 
“  whether  it  be  right  to  hearken  unto 
vou,  more  than  uniti  God,  judge  ye.” 

9.  These  doctrines  ought  to  be  preach¬ 
ed,  because  God  commands  us  to  preach 
his  word.  2  Tim.  4.  2,  3.  “  Preach  the 
wonl ;  be  instant  in  season  and  out  of 
•eason ;  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all 
long  suffering  and  doctrine.  For  the 
time  will  come  wlien  they  will  not  en¬ 
dure  sound  doctrine ;  but  after  their 
own  lusts  sliall  they  heap  to  themselves 
teachers,  having  itching  ears.”  Jonah, 
.'h  2.  Arise,  go  unto  Ninevah,  that  gi-eat 
r.itt',  and  preach  unto  it  the  preaching 
that  I  bid  thee.”  Jer.  26.  2.  “Thus 
saiih  tlie  liord,  stand  in  the  court  of  the 
Lord’s  House,  and  spciik  unto  all  the  ci¬ 
ties  of  Judali,  which  come  to  w  orship  in 
the  Ijonl's’  house,  all  the  words  that  1 
command  thee  to  speak  unto  them  ;  di¬ 
minish  not  a  word.”  Jer.  23.  28,  29. — 
“  The  prophet  that  hath  a  dream,  let  iiim 
tell  a  nreain  ;  and  he  that  hath  my  word, 
let  him  >peak  luy  word  faithfully'  ;  what 
i-  th.Mff  to  the  wheat?  saith  the  Lord. 
l;i  not  ruy  w’ord  like  as  a  fire,  saith  the 
t.  ird ;  and  like  a  hammer  that  breaketh 
I  he  rock  in  pieces?”  Ez,ek.  2.  7.  “  And 
Uiou  shait  speak  my  words  unto  them, 
whetiier  they  will  hear,  or  wliethcr  they 
will  forbear ;  for  tliey  are  most  rebell¬ 
ious.” 

10.  The  ministers  of  the  gospel  arc  am¬ 
bassadors  from  Godtomcn.and  they  can¬ 
not  fulfil  thei  rembassy,  w  ithout  faithful¬ 
ly  delivering  the  whole  of  their  message. 
An  ambassador  among  men  is  not  con¬ 
sidered  at  liberty  to  depart  from  his  in¬ 
structions,  nor  to  consult  the  feelings  of 
th.ose  to  V.  horn  he  is  sent,  to  know'  wheth¬ 
er  it  will  be  prudent  to  deliver  the  whole 
of  I. is  message.  He  is  not  answerable 
for  his  success,  but  for  his  fidelity.  If 
he  confonns  to  the  directions  of  his 
:.ovc:  Rign,  he  enjoys  his  approbation,  and 
loccives  hl^  raiy/ard,  whether  the  mes¬ 


sage  is  successful  or  not.  God  is  a  holy 
sovereign.  A  part  of  his  subjects  have 
risen  up  in  rebellion  against  him.  The 
minister  of  the  gospel  is  sent  as  an  am¬ 
bassador  to^ropose  to  those  rebels  terms 
of  pardon.  Shall  he  keep  back  part  of 
his  message,  shall  he  conceal  the  true 
character  of  his  sovereign,  shall  he  be¬ 
tray  his  trust,  because  he  thinks  the  mes¬ 
sage  he  is  sent  to  deliver  will  not  be  a- 
greeable  to  their  rebellious  hearts  ? 

(To  be  concluded.) 

THOUGHTS  ON  ROMANS,  ix.  3. 

(  Concluded  from  pffge  182.j 

In  the  next  place,  the  apostle’s  wish 
appears  to  be  agreeable  to  the  characters 
and  feelings  of  other  good  men.  Abra¬ 
ham  felt  and  expressed  the  same  self  de¬ 
nial,  when  he  ncely  oftered  up  his  only 
and  beloved  son  Isaac  as  a  burnt  oftering 
to  God ;  which  was,  perhaps,  a  greater 
trial  of  real  benevolence,  than  it  would 
have  been  to  give  up  his  own  life.  Moses 
chose  to  softer  aflllction  with  and  for  the 
people  of  (iod,  rather  than  to  live  in  the 
court  and  fill  the  throne  of  Egypt.  And 
when  God  appeared  about  to  ilestroy  his 
people,  he  prayetl  that  his  name  might  be 
blotted  out  of  the  book  of  life,  if  that 
could  prevent  their  ruin.  Shadruch,  Me- 
shech,  and  Abednego  submitted  to  be 
thrown  into  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  to 
do  honour  to  God,  and  promote  the  true 
religion  in  the  pagan  world.  Daidcl 
chose  to  be  cast  into  the  den  of  .lions,  ra¬ 
ther  than  deny  his  God  and  renounce  his 
worshi]!.  Paul  says  to  the  Christians  at 
Rome,  “  Greet  Priscilla  and  A(|uila  my 
helpers  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  for  my  lifii 
laiu  down  their  own  necks  :  unto  whom 
not  only  I  give  thanks,  but  also  all  the 
churches  of  the  Gentiles.”  These,  and 
all  other  sincere  martyrs  for  the  truth, 
felt  and  expressed  the  very  same  spirit 
which  Paul  expressed  in  his  wish. — 
There  is  no  other  difference  than  only 
the  degree  of  benevolence  expressed.  But 
Paul’s  wish  w  as  no  more  dispronortioned 
to  the  motive  of  it,  than  that  of  Moses,  or 
that  of  any  other  person,  who  wishes  to 
promote  tne  greater  good  of  others,  at  the 
expense  of  his  own. 

In  the  third  place,  the  apostle’s  wish 
was  agreeable  to  the  spirit  and  conduct 
of  Christ.  He  acted  out  as  much  benev- 
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oU'iice  and  self  denial,  at  least,  as  the  a-  j 
poitle  expressed  in  his  wish.  “  \  e  know  j 
(says  he)  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  j 
Christ,  that  though  he  was  rich  yvt  fv»r 
your  sakes  he  became  poor,  tluit  ye  thi  o’  • 
his  poverty  might  be  rich.”  And  i 
he  says  the  same  to  the  Phillippians  that 
he  had  said  to  the  Corinthians.  “  Let  tliis 
mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  ('hrist 
Jesus;  who,  being  in  the  form  of  God, 
thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  e(|ual  witli 
God  ;  but  made  himself  of  no  rejiutation, 
and  tot>k  up<m  him  the  form  of  a  servant 
and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men : 
and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he 
huinbletl  himself,  and  became  obediejit 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.” 
It  was  astonishing  self  abasement  and  self 
denial  in  Ch.  -st,  to  leave  the  kingdom  of 
glory  and  come  into  this  worhl  in  fashion 
as  a  man,  and  in  the  form  of  a  servant, 
and  in  that  condition  to  obey  his  parents, 
to  submit  to  magistrates,  to  labour  and 
travel,  and  preach,  an<l  suffer  huuger, 
poverty,and  weariness  ;  to  be  contemned, 
revileJ,  buffetted  crucified,  and  slain. 
It  was  a  far  greater  expression  of  b'*nev- 
olenceand  self  denial  for  Chirst,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  suffer  and  die  for 
this  sinful  and  perishing  world,  than  it 
W'as  for  Paul  to  be  willing  to  give  up  his 
life  and  happiness  for  the  life  and  haj)|>i- 
ness  of  his  brethren,  lleiiidbut  follow, 
at  a  great  distance  the  example  of  Christ, 
in  his  benevolent  wish  for  the  salvation  of 
the  Jews.  He  only  felt  ik  expressed  some¬ 
thing  of  that  love  f(U‘  his  brethren,  which 
('hrist  felt  and  expressed  for  him,  and  all 
the  human  race. 

'rhe  propriety  (►f  the  apostle’s  wish  will 
a])pear,if  we  consider,in  the  fourth  ])lace, 
that  it  was,agreeble  to  the  spirit  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  kind  jiarent  of  the  universe. 
God  is  love,  and  his  love  is  altogether 
disinterested.  His  eternal  purpose  of 
creating  and  redeeming  the  world  flow¬ 
ed  from  pure  benevolence.  He  might 
have  made  and  governed  a  world  of  |>er- 
fectly  holy  creatures,  without  subjecting 
41  single  individual  to  pain  or  punish¬ 
ment,  It  was  owing,  theref()re,  to  his 
disinterested  love,  that  he  formed  a  plan, 
which  should  involve  so  many  men  and 
angels  in  endless  ruin,  and  wfiich  should 
subject  Christ,  his  dear  Son,  to  all  the 
pains  and  re])roach  he  endured  in  his 
TU'e,  and  in  his  death  oa  the  cross. — 


Christ  says,  “  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  oidy  In-gotteii  son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
jterish,  bat  have  everlasting  life.”  Paid 
says,  “  God  commendethhis  love  towards 
us,  in  tliat  while  we  were  yet  sinners 
('hrist  died  for  us.”  Ami  the  apostle 
John  says,  “  Hereby  perceive  we  tlie  love 
of  (iod,  because  be  laid  down  his  life  for 
us  ;  and  we  ought  to  lay  <lowu  our  lives 
for  the  brethren.”  (iod  did  more  for 
Paul  ill  giving  his  son  to  tlie  for  him, 
than  he  could  Inve  done,  for  his  brethren 
in  giving  up  his  eternal  good  for  theirs. 
His  wish  was  no  more  than  being  merci¬ 
ful  as  his  Father  in  heaven  w  as  merciful, 
in  the  wlnde  scheme  of  retlcmptioii. 

It  may  be  fui-tbcr  observetl,  in  the  fifth 
])lace,  that  the  a;*oMlc’s  wish  was  a  pro¬ 
per  one,  because  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
law  of  love.  This  law  retjuires  every 
one  to  love  God  with  all  his  heart,  and 
his  neighbour  as  himself.  That  is  to  say, 
it  re(|uires  every  one  to  exercise  tlisin- 
terested  benevolence  towanls  all  beings 
according  to  their  worth  and  importance 
in  the  scale  of  existence.  Now’,  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  thousands  and  millions  of  the 
Jew  s  was  an  object  of  greater  magnitude’ 
ami  iinjmrtance,  than  the  personal  salva¬ 
tion  of  J*aul.  If  he  could,  tlierefore, 
have  saved  so  many  souls,  by  sacrificing 
his  own,  the  law'  of  love  woidd  certainly 
have  reijuired  it.  And  though  he  could 
not  do  this,  yet  the  law’  of  benevolence 
recjuired  him  to  wish  to  do  it,  were  it 
])ossible  to  he  done.  There  was,  there¬ 
fore,  the  same  projiriety  in  his  wish  to  sa¬ 
crifice  his  everlasting  gooil,  for  the  ever¬ 
lasting  good  of  the  multitude  of  his 
brethren,  as  there  was  for  his  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  lliose  to  whom  he  jireached  the 
gospel. 

Finally,  the  propriety  of  the  apostle’s 
wish  appears  from  the  doctrine  of  self- 
denial,  which  Christ  ahumlantly  inculca¬ 
ted  upon  all  his  follow  ers.  It  was  his  com¬ 
mon  saying,  “  If  any  man  w  ill  come  after 
me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up 
his  cross,  ami  follow  me.  For  whosoev¬ 
er  will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it,  and 
I  whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for  my  sake 
I  shall  find  it.”  Luke  tells  us,  “  There 
went  out  great  multitudes  with  him  ;  and 
he  turned  and  said  unto  them,  If  any 
I  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  .xmt  his  father 
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and  mother,  and  wife  and  children,  and 
brethren  and  sisters,  yea,  and  his  own 
life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple.  So, 
likewise,  whosoever  he  be  of  you  that 
forsaketh  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot 
be  my .  disciple.”  Paul's  wish  was  in 
perfect  correspondence  with  these  pre¬ 
cepts  of  Christ  and  the  whole  tenour  of 
the  jsospel.  It  was  a  truly  pious,  benev¬ 
olent,  and  reasonable  wdsh,  w'hich  he  will 
never  have  occasion  to  recal  or  rejiret  to 
all  eternity.  If  any  reader  should  be¬ 
lieve  the  foregoing  observations  upon  the 
import  and  projniety  of  the  apostle’s 
wish,  he  will  naturally  retlect,  that  he 
must  possess  the  same  benevolent  spirit, 
in  order  to  enjoy  (loti- and  all  good  in  the 
kingdom  of  hea^en.  PlHL()Nl>CS. 

-  ^Miiss  wMog" 

The  Fat  hern  of  .Yev^-Fnirh.ntl 

ThoFathersof  New -Knglaiid,  werein- 
deed  men  of  no  ordinary  stature.  No 
other  wilderness  was  ever  subdued,  by 
such  a  race  of  a»l venturers.  They  loved 
the  country  that  gave  them  birth,  and 
would  ghnlly  have  been  buried  there,  in 
the  bnnbs  of  their  ancestors.  Put  they 
loved  their  Saviour  more,  and  rather  than 
submit  to  ceremonies  and  impositions  of 
Popish  invention,  they  determined  to  haz¬ 
ard  the  loss  of  all  thii.gs.  They  came 
hither  bright  from  the  furnace  ot  perse¬ 
cution,  and  singularly  fitted  by  the  hard¬ 
ships  which  they  had  endured,  to  encoun¬ 
ter  “  perils  in  the  sea,  and  perils  in  the 
wilderness.”  Brave,  enlightened,  pious ; 
the  ardent  friends  of  liberty  and  litera¬ 
ture,  strict  observers  of  the  holy  Sabbath, 
having  the  highest  reverence  for  the  bible 
and  all  religious  institutions,  and  cordial¬ 
ly  embracing  the  doctrines  of  the  most 
eiilightened  reformers,  they  proceedeil 
without  delay,  under  the  smiles  of  a  pro¬ 
tecting  providence,  to  lay  those  deep  and 
broail  foundations,  on  wliich  some  of  the 
best  institutions  in  the  world,  have  rested 
for  two  centuries.  Surely  such  men, 
ought  to  “be  had  in  everlasting  remem¬ 
brance  and  however  they  may  be  slan¬ 
dered,  or  ridiculed  by  some  of  their  de¬ 
generate  oftspring  for  a  season,  their  me¬ 
morial  will  go  down,  with  increasing  hon¬ 
our,  to  the  latest  posterity. —  Ch,  Spec, 

Cwenant  of  the  first  Church  fanned  in  Jiassachu- 
setts 

“  We  covenant  with  our  Lord,  and  with 
one  another ;  and  we  do  bind  ourselves 


in  the  presence  of  God,  to  walk  together 
in  all  his  ways,  according  as  he  is  pleased 
to  reveal  himself  unto  us,  in  his  blessed 
word  of  truth  ;  and  do  explicitly,  in  th? 
name  and  fear  of  God,  profess  and  pro¬ 
test  to  walk  as  follow  eth,  through  the 
powder  and  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Ghrist. 
We  avouch  the  Lord  to  be  our  God,  and 
ourselves  to  be  his  people  in  tlie  truih, 
and  simplicity  of  our  spirits.  We  give 
ourselves  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Chris»,  and 
the  word  of  his  grace,  for  the  teaching, 
ruling  and  sanctifying  of  us,  in  matters 
of  worship  and  conversation  ;  resolving 
to  cleave  unto  him  alone,  for  life  and  glo¬ 
ry,  and  to  reject  all  contrary  ways,  can¬ 
ons,  ami  constitutions  of  men  in  his  wor¬ 
ship.  We  prinnise  to  walk  with  our 
brethren,  with  all  watchfulness  and  ten¬ 
derness,  avoiding  jealousies  and  suspi¬ 
cions,  backbitings,  censurings,  pTovo- 
kings,  secret  risings  of  s|)irit  against 
them;  but  in  all  olVences  tu  follow  the 
rule  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  to  bear  and 
forbear,  give  and  forgive,  as  he  hath 
taught  us.  In  public,  or  pi  ivatc,  we  w  ill  ‘ 
w  illingly  do  nothing  to  the  ott’ence  of  the 
churcli ;  but  will  be  w'illing  t(»  take  ad¬ 
vice  for  ourselves  and  ours,  as  occasion 
shall  be  presented  We  will  not  in  the 
congregation,  be  forward,  either  to  show 
our  gifts  and  parts  in  speaking,  or  scru¬ 
pling,  or  there  discover  the  weakness  or 
tailings  of  our  brethren  ;  but  attend  an 
orderly  call  thereunto,  kiiowirig  how 
much  the  Lord  ma;r  be  tlishonoured,  and 
Ids  gos])el  and  tlie  profession  of  it  In- 
slighted,  by  our  distempers  ai.d  weak¬ 
nesses,  in  juiblic.  We  bind  ourselves  to 
study  the  advancement  of  the  gospel,  in 
all  truth  and  peace,  b<ith  in  regard  ot 
those  that  are  w  ithin,  or  without ;  no  wav 
slighting  our  sister  churches  ;  but  using 
their  counsel  as  need  shall  be  ;  not  lay¬ 
ing  a  stumbling  block  b«  fore  any  ;  no  not 
the  Indians  wliose  good  we  desire  to  yiro- 
mote  ;  and  so  to  converse,  as  we  mav  a- 
void  the  very  appearance  of  evil.  We 
do  hereby  promise,  to  carry  ourselves  in 
all  lawful  obedience  to  tliose  who  are  o- 
ver  us  in  the  church,  or  commonwealth, 
knowing  how  well  pleasing  it  would  be 
to  the  Lord,  that  they  should  have  en¬ 
couragement  in  their  places,  by  our  not 
grieving  their  spirib<,  through  our  irregu¬ 
larities.  We  resolve  to  approve  our¬ 
selves  to  the  Lord  in  our  practical  call- 
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ings,  shunning  i^Heness  as  the  bane  of  a- 
ny  state ;  n®r  will  we  deal  hardly,  or  op¬ 
pressively  with  any,  wherein  we  are  the 
l^ord’s  stewards. — Promising  also,  unto 
our  best  ability,  to  teach  our  children  and 
servants  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
of  his  will,  that  they  may  serve  him  also; 
and  all  this,  not  by  any  stremgth  of  our 
ov/n ;  but  by  tlie  Jjord  Christ,  whose 
blood  we  desire  may  sprinkle  this  our 
covenant,  made  in  his  name.” 

-  Ch.  Spec, 

Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer, 

Among  the  features,  which  mark  this 
day  of  Christian  enterprize,  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  Christian  communities  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  to  unite  in  holy  con¬ 
cert  of  prayer,  each  month,  is  not  the 
least  interesting.  Nothing  can  be  more 
suitable  fo*'  depemleiU,  redeemed  sin¬ 
ner?,  who  s’gh,  and  long,  and  toil  for  the 
conversion  of  the  world”  than  this  con¬ 
cert.  It  is  a  practical  and  aft’ecting  Jic- 
knowledgement,  that  Heaven  must  give 
energy  and  success  to  human  exertions, 
or  nothing  of  impoiiance  can  be  effected 
by  the  best  concerted  plans  and  most 
strenuous  labours. 

Every  real  Christian, whose  heart  bleeds 
for  dying  men,  mte^i  rej(nce  at  the  advent 
of  the  evening  of  the  first  Monday  in  the 
month.  He  will  hasten  to  the  public  al¬ 
tar,  and  in  concert  with  ten  thousand 
Christian  brethren  lift  up  his  hands  to 
the  God  of  Zion.  But  has  he  no  occa¬ 
sion  to  complain  of  the  mode,  in  which 
fhese.  meetingsare  in  general  conducted? 
Hoes  he  never  come  away  from  the  mer¬ 
ry-scat  with  a  cold  lieart  and  vacant 
mind  ?  Is  his  solicitude  for  the  salvation 
of  dving  men  generally  deepenetl  by  the 
religious  exercise  to  which  he  hasatteml- 
ed  r 

I  am  persuaded, that  in  many  places, this 
“concert”  is  not  conducleii  in  the  best 
manner;  for  it  is  not  conducted  in  a  man¬ 
ner  best  calculated  to  secure  the  sublime¬ 
ly  important  object  of  its  establishment. 
For  this -opinion,  let  me  be  permitted  to 
state  the  following  reasons. 

The  prayers  hi  these  concerts  are  very 
often,  if  not  generally,  eMremely  nnap- 
propriate  to  the  object  of  the  meeting. — 
Every  one  knows  or  ought  to  know,  that 
to  pray  for  the  “conversion  of  the  world” 
is  the  design  of  this  heavenly  concert.— 
Those,  who  pray,  then,  with  this  design  in 


view,  ought  in  a  humble,  fervent,  and  ap¬ 
propriate  manner,  to  present  the  woe? 
and  wants  of  a  dying  worhl  before  the 
God  of  prayer.  But  is  this  generally 
done  r — 1  appeal  to  those,  who  are  con¬ 
stantly  present  at  these  seasons  of  prav- 
er.  Say,  my  brethren,  has  not  your  at¬ 
tention  been  called  to  almost  every  thing 
by  those,  who  led  your  devotions,  besides 
the  salvation  of  dying  men  ?  Have  you 
not  been  grieved  to  hear  petition  after  pe¬ 
tition,  offered  up  for ourselves  and  fa¬ 
milies,  and  the  society  in  wliich  we  live  • 
while  the  wretchedness  and  wants  of  the 
dying  millions  have  been  slightly  passed 
over?  Yes,  you  have  heard,  and  often 
heard  prayers  on  these  occasions,  in 
which  the  heathens  occupied  no  larger 
share,  than  in  the  customary  devotion* 
of  the  family !  How  often  when  the  great  • 
er  part  of  the  prayer  has  been  sollishly 
occupied  with  our  own  w^ants,  and  llie 
wants  of  our  friends,  are  tlie  heathen  dis¬ 
missed  with  the  comprehensive  petition, 
coldly  offered,  “Fill  the  earth  with  thy 
glory.” — Now,  who  cannot  see,  tlml  this 
is  wrong — absurdly  wrong  ?  Look  at  an¬ 
other  case.  A  clergyman  visits  tlie  sick 
chamber  of  a  parisliionor,  who  is  in  a  dy¬ 
ing  posture.  He  kneels  beside  the  b(;d, 
lifts  his  hands  to  lieaven,  and  prays  for  ev¬ 
ery  thing  and  every  body  besides  the 
sufferer  before  him.  .lust  as  he  closes 
his  tedious  prayer,  he  incidentally  and 
coldly  mentions  the  sick  man,  and,  in 
one  won!,  pray?  the  Lord  to  glorify  Him¬ 
self  by  His  afflicted  servant .  W  hose  in¬ 
dignation  would  not  be  excited  by  such 
a  mockerv  of  distress — sucli  dull  hosfil- 
ity  with  Christian  propriety  ?  Need  I 
apply  the  case  ? 

A  stranger,  “dropping  in  ”  at  one  ol' 
our  “  concerts,  ”  W'ould  be  unable  to  de¬ 
termine  our  object  by  observing  the  very 
desuilory  charactn'  of  the  conversation. 
Every  thing  ore r pies  imue  attention 
in  the  conversation  than  the  pagans  . — 
The  condition  of  the  heathen  world  : 
the  number  ami  character  of  the  mission¬ 
aries  ;  the  stations,  which  they  occupy : 
their  success,  prospects,  and  trials  pa.-*s 
unnoticed.  A  few  dry,  trite,  common¬ 
place  remarks  fill  up  the  meeting,  and 
freeze  every  heart,  (diristiaris  go  away, 
as  ignorant,  selfish,  and  cold-hearted  a? 
they  came. — Is  this  riglit  ?  Do  sensible 
men  conduct  their  w^orldly  business  in 
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sc  Ihc  American  I  “  to  seu<l  out  llis  ami  His  trutli.*’ 


ii\is  manner  r  >upposc  ihc  Amencan  “to  semi  out  Ills  ii^hi  auu  nis  iruui.' 
Congress,  instead  of  attending  to  the  con-  With  what  eiuaptuied  interest,  the  lea- 
cerns  of  the  nation,  should  deliberate  in  derof  their  devotion  dwells  on  the  benev- 
solernn  session  about  t!ic  best  method  of  olent  enterprises  of  the  day,  while  he  eii- 
cuitivating  tlieir  lantls,  and  the  most  |  treats  the  Oml  of  mercy  to  pour  on  them 
proiiable  means  of  aui^nenting  their  es-  the  dew  of  Ills  blessing!  With  whai 
lates — would  the  people,  judge  them  skil-  wrestling  importunity  he  pleads  for  the 
fal  and  faithful  servants,  and  cheerfully  Christian  exertions  in  use  among  the  hea- 
reward  them?  Lettho.se  answer,  who  then  rand  with  what  heavenly  affection, 
car.  justify  tlie  present  mode  of  conduct-  he  commends  the  Missionaries  of  the 
!?.«:  concerts  of  praver.  Cross  to  God  their  Redeemer !  Now  his 


Another  thina;,  wliich  1  would  mention, 
is  a  very  natural  consequence  of  the  o- 
ther  particulars.  Professed  (^hristians 


soul  tomes  out  to  view,  while  he  suppli¬ 
cates  the  Father  of  mercies,  to  pour  the 
liirlit  of  heaven  unon  “  the  dark  places  of 


assemble  with  the  ostensible  object  of  the  earth.  ”  He  closes  by  briefly  invo  • 
praying  for  the.  “  conversion  of  the  king  the  divine  blessing  on  “  persons  pre- 
\vi>rld  forget  to  pray  for  it, or  converse  sent.” — With  warm  hearts,  and  still  lil- 
concerning  it,  and  gn  home  xvithnut  con-  ted  eyes,  his  people  relinquish  the  suppli- 
frihnlinj:^  or  offtrin^  lo  covtihntCt  a  cent  ant's  posture.  They  sing  a  hymn  on  the 
to  send  the  G  os  pel  to  the  heathev.  This  extension  of  Christ’s  kingdom  ;  and  then 
is  wickedly  consistent — shame  fully  of  a  listen  to  the  rich  instructions  of  their  rev- 
piece.  When  Mould  the  heath  ii  be  con-  erend  teacher. — He  tells  them  of  the  mis- 
verted  if  all  Christ's  followers  had  as  cry  of  the  pagans — recounts  the  exer- 
little  of  His  spirit :  JWver.  lions,  which  are  in  use  for  their  relief — 

How  can  mc  account  for  this  inconsis-  and  urges  upon  them  the  claims  of  duW. 
tenev  ?  I  fear,  the  dreadful  ground  of  it  i.s  I  plainly  perceive,  that  this  is  a  part  of  a 
the  ignorance,  iniiitVerence,  and  covetous-  course  of  instruction ;  for  he  spealcs  of  the 
ness  of  professed  Christians.  They  take  missionary  stations,  on  whicn  they  Iasi 
little  pains  to  be  informed  concerning  the  dwelt,  and,  according  to  some  knoMu  ar- 
condition  of  tlic  iieatheu'*,  and  of  course,  rangement,  proceeds  to  the  nea  t.  Hl*^ 
ft  cl  little  for  them.  people  are  almost  as  familiar  with  the  hea- 

Let  no  protessed  Chri-itian  regard  this  then  w  orld,  as  it  respects  their  moral 
subject  as  unimportaul.  It  is  us  impor-  condition,  as  with  their  own  parish.  A 
taut  es  the  salvation  ot  the  sou!.  What  second  prayer  is  offered  ;  and  the  sta- 
i>.  he  but  an  whodenies  the  effica-  tions  at  Bombay  and  Ceylon  are  the 

cy  of  “  fervent,  ettectual  prayer — who  prominent  subjects  of  supplication.  A 
denies  tliat  the  God  of  Zion  will  “  be  third  prayer  embraces  two  other  designa- 
“ouglii  unto  bclore  He  converts  the  ted  stations,  and  concludes  by  a  fervent 


denies  tliat  the  God  ol  Zion  will  “  be 
“ouglii  unto  before  He  converts  the 
woibl  ? 

i  can  easily  imagine  what  appears  to 
loe,  a  proper  mode  of  conducting  the 


supplication  for  the  universal  extension  of 
Christ’s  kingdom. — Before  the  “  bene¬ 
diction”  is  pronounced,  the  people  pom 


**  concert  ot  prayer.” — Methinks.  1  see  their  liberal  gifts  into  the  treasury  of  the 
the  aflectionale  pastor,  in  the  midst  of  his  Lord,  and  retire  with  new  resolution  to 
flock,  just  ready  to  commence  the  delight-  live  for  God  alone.  O,  why  may  not  thi:? 
Jul  “  exercises  ot  the  evening.”  lledi-  scene  be  realized  ?  Ye  ministers  of  God 
reels  their  attention  to  the  object,  fori — ye  peojde  of  his  pasture,  shall  it  nut 
whicli  they  have  assembled  to  pray  ;  ami  be  realized  ? — Bostoxi  Recorder. 


animates  them  by  reminding  them  of  the 
ten  Ihousaml  Clirisiians,  who  wdth  them 
will  lift  up  “  holy  hands;”  he  bids  them 
cast  their  eyes  over  the  desolations  of  the 
w  orld  :  thence  forward  to  the  judgment- 
seat  ;  and  tinally,  to  fix  them  on  tlie  tlirone 
ot  grace  while  with  him,  they  lift  up  their 
hearts  in  prayer.  I  see  them  ri»e,  as  one 
man,  and  bow  themselves  at  the  mercy 
icat.  1  hear  them  invoke  the  Holy  One 


LVTELLIOEJSTE. 

The  Ohio  Mission  Society,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble,  will  be  taken  under  the  pationage  ot 
United  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

In  the  county  and  city  of  New-York, 
are  71  places  of  public  religious  worship 
— 5  only  are  vacant.  Sixty -three  minis¬ 
ters  have  independent  or  associate  char- 


Prospectust 

Ae  in  the  city,  without  DJlUTMuOR  PRISOX. 

Beside  tliese,  there  It  appears  by  the  late  Knjrlisli  pape^, 

ethodist  preacliers.  that  this  celebrated  prison  ol  war,  is  to 

be  converted  into  a  School  of  Industry, 

lools  in  the  city,  coni-  for  the  reception  of  a  portion  of  tlie  pau- 

ipils,  and  1000  Super-  pers  in  London.  I'he  plan  is  to  select 

tellers.  2000  pauper  children,  and  by  their  vol- 

T  untary  consent,  place  tlieni  in  this  estab- 

Kifi’n  I'rt*  **  f  iis’hinent,  where  by  proper  attention,  they 
•lines — 1000  ditierent  ,  ’  i  /  '  Ji  i  ^ 

^  may  be  rescued  trom  the  ilesperate  evils 

of  iilleness  and  vice  that  now  await  them, 

ended  for  the  public  Mr.  Brouj^ham,  at  a  public  meeting  held 

I  in  the  city,  coniju  i-  in  London,  on  tlie.  subject,  stated  tliat  thf*. 

is  stated  at  gl 4,759  depravity  of  the  juvenile  depredators  of 

ipare  this  with  the  a-  the  metropolis,  of  late,  must  make  every 

or  spirituous  liquors,  person  shudder  with  horrour.  The  kin;; 

had  approved  the  desiyjn,  and  subscribed 
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PROSPECTUS 

FOR  TI!K  TllIRi)  VOLUME  OF  THE 


E  V  AN  OE  L I C  A  I,  HE  COIil)  E  R 


TO  HK  in:i5LISIIF.I)  IN  TIIF  VILLAIiE  OF  UTICA,  AND 
Conducted  by  a  number  of  Clergymen  in  the  Vicinity,  \ 

THE  principal  design  of  this  publication  is,  to  illustrate  and  defend  the  great 
doctrines  and  duties  of  the  gospel,  and  to  promote  the  knowledge  and  practice  ot 
evangelical  truth  and  piety.  For  this  end,  it  will  contain  Essays  on  the  various 
subjects  of  theological  res(*arch,  expositions  of  ilifticult  passages  of  scripture,  and 
reviews  of  religious  publications.  As  there  is,  already  in  circulation,  a  variety  of 
publications,  devoted  principally,  or  exclusively,  to  religious  intelligence,  it  is  not 
intended  that  this  work  should  interfere  with  them.  But  it  is  thought  tliat  a  work 
of  this  kind  is  greatly  needed  to  supply  the  deficiency,  occasioned  by  the  almost  en¬ 
tire  exclusion  of  doctrinal  discussion  from  those  publications.  Truth  and  duty 
need  to  be  known,  as  well  as  passing  events.  Truth  is  tlie  great  instrument  in  the 
conversion  of  sinners,  and  the  growth  in  grace  of  (Christians.  And  while  we  re¬ 
joice  at  the  diffusion  of  religious  intelligence,  and  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  great 
events  of  the  present  day,  we  think  there  is  danger  that  the  public  attention  will  be 
so  engrossed  by  these  things  as  to  overlook  the  truths  taught  in  the  scriptures,  the 
knowledge,  and  belief,  and  love,  and  practice  of  which,  are  so  necessary  in  order  to 
our  being  consistent  and  thorough  Christians. 

For  the  accomnuHlation  of  those  who  may  not  feel  able  to  take  more  than  one 
publication,  a  summary  of  Religious  Intelligence  will  be  given,  in  which  the  most 
important  events  will  be  noticeil.  Biograpfiical  sketches,  and  obituarv  notices  of 
religious  persons,  remarkable  anecdotes  of  religious  characters,  and  religious  poetry, 
will  occasionally  fill  a  part  of  our  pages;  together  with  other  useful  and  interesting 
matter. 

CO.XDITiOAS. 

1.  The  EVXNflEI.ICAL  RETOHDER,  is  to  be  published  nmiithly,  in  24  royal  octavo  pages— to  con 
taiu  us  much  luuiu-r  as  the  Missionary  Herald. 

2.  The  price  to  siih'.cribers,  to  be  §1  50,  for  12  numbers,  payable  in  advance — if  not  pai<l  until  the 
end  of  the  volume,  ^2.  Those  who  procure  six  subscribi  rs  and  become  responsible,  shall  J)e  allowed 
one  C(»;»y  gratis. 

».  3  Twelve  numhers,  including  an  index,  will  comjdcte  the  v<»lume;  at  whicli  time,  sub-cribers,  on 
giving  otie  month’s  pievions  notice,  will  be  at  liberty  to  witiulraw  their  subscriptions. 

It  is  de'-ired  that  subscribers  give  directions  in  w  bat  way  their  iiuiul>ers  shall  be  iurwarded.  AU  Ictlerv 
directed  to  the  publisher,  must  be  post  jmid. 

buliscriplions  received  at  Merrell  ^  Hastings'  aud  IViUimm  IVilUams'  Book  Stores,  Utica 


